
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Fol lowing Wor ld War I I ,  the Br i t i sh w i thdrew f rom the i r  mandate  of  Pa les t ine,  and the UN 

par t i t ioned the area in to Arab and Jewish s ta tes,  an ar rangement  re jec ted by the Arabs.  

Subsequent ly ,  the I s rae l i s  de fea ted the Arabs in  a  ser ies of  wars  w i thout  endin g the deep 

tens ions between the two s ides.  The te r r i tor ies  I s rae l  occupied s ince the 1967 war  are not  

inc luded in the I s rae l count ry prof i le ,  un less  otherwise noted.  On 25 Apr i l  1982, I s rae l  

w i thdrew f rom the S ina i  pursuant to the 1979 Is rae l -Egypt  Peace T reaty.  In keeping wi th  

the f ramework es tab l i shed a t  the  Madr id Conference in October  1991, b i la tera l  

negot iat ions were conducted be tween Is rae l  and Pa lest in ian representat ives  and Syr ia  to 

ach ieve a permanent se t t lement.  I s rae l and Pa les t in ian of f ic ia ls  s i gned on 13 September  

1993 a Dec lara t ion of  Pr inc ip les (a lso known as the "Oslo Accords " )  guid ing an in te r im 

per iod of  Pa lest in ian se l f - ru le .  Outs tanding te r r i tor ia l  and other  d isputes w i th  Jordan were 

resolved in  the 26 October 1994 Is rae l - Jordan Treaty of  Peace.  In  addi t ion,  on 25 May 

2000, I s rae l  w i thdrew uni late ra l l y  f rom southern Lebanon,  which i t  had occupied s ince 

1982. In  Apr i l  2003, US Pres ident  BUSH,  work ing in  conjunc t ion w i th  the EU,  UN, and 

Russ ia  -  the  "Quar te t "  -  took the lead in  lay ing out  a roadmap to a f ina l se t t lement of  the 

conf l ic t  by  2005,  based on rec iproca l  s teps by the two part ies lead ing to two sta tes ,  I s rae l 

and a democra t ic Pa les t ine.  However ,  progress toward a permanent  s ta tus  agreement  was 

undermined by I s rae l i -Pa les t in ian v io lence between September 2003 and February 2005. In  

the summer of  2005, I s rae l un i la te ra l l y  d isengaged f rom the Gaza S t r ip ,  evacuat ing 

se t t le rs and i t s  mi l i tary  whi le  re ta in ing cont ro l  over most  poin ts  of  en t ry in to the Gaza 

S t r ip.  The e lec t ion of  HAMAS to head the Pa les t in ian Leg is la t ive  Counci l  f roze  re la t ions 

be tween Is rae l and the Pa les t in ian Author i t y  (PA).  Ehud OLMERT became pr ime min is te r  in  

March 2006 and pres ided over a 34 -day conf l ic t  w i th Hizba l lah in Lebanon in June -Augus t  

2006 and a 23-day conf l ic t  w i th HAMAS in  the Gaza St r ip dur ing December 2008 and 

January  2009.  OLMERT,  who in  June 2007 resumed ta lks  w i th PA Pres ident  Mahmoud 

ABBAS, res igned in September 2008. Pr ime Min is te r  B inyamin NETANYAHU formed a 

coal i t ion in March 2009 fo l lowing a February  2009 genera l e lec t ion.  Peace ta lks  are  

cur rent l y  s ta l led.  

GEOGRAPHY 

Location Middle East ,  border ing the Medi te r ranean Sea,  be tween Egypt  and 

Lebanon 

Area 22,072 sq km 

Climate tempera te;  hot  and dry  in southern and eas te rn deser t  areas  

Natural Resources t imber ,  potash,  copper  ore ,  natura l  gas,  phosphate rock,  magnes ium 

 COUNTRY DATA: ISRAEL: Information from the CIA World Factbook  



bromide,  c lays ,  sand  

Total Renewable 

Water Resources 

1.7 cu km (2001)  

Freshwater 

Withdrawal 
to ta l :  2.05 cu km/yr  (31%/7%/62%)  

per  capi ta:  305 cu m/yr  (2000)  

Natural Hazards sands torms may occur  dur ing spr ing and summer;  droughts ;  per iod ic  

ear thquakes 

Environmental 

Issues 

l imi ted arab le  land and natura l f resh water  resources pose ser ious 

cons t ra in t s;  deser t i f ica t ion;  a i r  pol lu t ion f rom indus t r ia l  and veh ic le  

emiss ions;  groundwater  pol lu t ion f rom indus t r ia l  and domest ic  was te,  

chemica l fe r t i l i ze rs,  and pest ic ides  

PEOPLE 

Population 7,353,985 

Ethnic Groups Jewish 76.4% (of  which I s rae l -born 67.1%,  Europe/Amer ica -born 22.6%,  

Af r ica-born 5.9%, Asia -born 4.2%),  non-Jewish 23.6% (most l y  Arab) 

(2004) 

Religions Jewish 75.5%, Mus l im 16.8%, Chr is t ian 2.1%, Druze 1.7%,  other  3.9% 

(2008) 

Languages Hebrew (of f ic ia l ) ,  Arab ic used of f ic ia l l y  for  Arab minor i t y ,  Eng l i sh  most  

commonly used fore ign language  

Literacy Rate 97.1% 

Major Infectious 

Diseases 

HIV/AIDS -  people  l iv ing w i th HIV/AIDS : 5,100 (2007 es t . )  

GOVERNMENT 

Type par l iamentary democracy  

Independence 14 May 1948 ( f rom League of  Nat ions mandate  under Br i t i sh  

admin is t rat ion)  

Constitution no formal  cons t i tu t ion;  some of the  func t ions of  a  cons t i tu t ion are f i l led by 

the Dec lara t ion of  Estab l i shment  (1948),  the  Bas ic Laws of  the par l iament  

(Knesset ) ,  and the I s rae l i  c i t i zensh ip law; note  -  s ince May 2003 the 

Const i tu t ion,  Law,  and Jus t ice Commit tee  of  the  Knesse t  has been work ing 

on a dra f t  cons t i tu t ion  

Legal System mix ture of  Engl i sh common law, Br i t i sh  Mandate regula t ions,  and in  

personal mat te rs Jewish,  Chr i s t ian,  and Musl im legal  sys tems; has not  

accepted compulsory ICJ jur i sd ic t ion  

ECONOMY 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=Israel&countryCode=is&regionCode=me#2156


Agricultural 

Products 

c i t rus ,  vegetab les,  cot ton; beef ,  poul t r y ,  da i ry  products  

Industries h igh- technology products  ( inc lud ing av ia t ion,  communica t ions,  computer -

a ided des ign and manufac tures,  medica l  e lec t ron ics ,  f iber  opt ics ) ,  wood 

and paper products ,  potash and phosphates ,  food,  beverages,  and 

tobacco,  caus t ic soda, cement ,  cons t ruc t ion,  meta ls products,  chemica l 

products,  p las t ics,  d iamond cut t ing,  tex t i les ,  footwear  

Import 

commodities 

raw mater ia ls ,  mi l i ta ry  equipment,  inves tment goods,  rough d iamonds,  

fue ls ,  gra in ,  consumer goods  

Import Partners US 12.35%, China 7.43%, Germany 7.1%, Swi t ze r land 6.94%,  Be lg ium 

5.42%,  I ta ly  4.49%, UK 4.03%, Nether lands 3.98% (2009)  

Export 

Commodities 

machinery and equipment ,  sof tware,  cut  diamonds,  agr icul tura l  products ,  

chemica ls,  tex t i les and appare l  

Export Partners US 35.05%, Hong Kong 6.02%, Be lg ium 4.95% (2009)  

Per Capita GDP $28,600 (2009 es t . )  

Population below 

poverty line 

23.6% 

 

*CITATIONS: All information included above is extracted from the CIA World Factbook except where noted. 



  

 

  

General 
  

Life Expectancy at Birth (in years)  81.2 years 

Average number of years in School (in years)  11.9 years 

Gross National Income Per Capita (In US Dollars)  $27,831 

Gender Inequality 
  

Female Seats in Parliament (%)  14.2% 

Population with at least a Secondary Education Female (% 0f 25 and older)  78.9% 

Population with at least a Secondary Education Male (% 0f 25 and older)  77.2% 

Labor Force Participation Female (%)  61.1% 

Labor Force Participation Male (%)  70.1% 

Births Attended by Skilled Health Professionals (%)  NA 

Poverty  
 

Population surviving on $1.25 per day (%)  NA 

Empowerment 
  

Number of Journalists Imprisoned  0 

Corruption Victims (% of people who face a bribe situation in the last year)  11% 

Political Engagement (% percent of people who voiced opinion to public 
officials)  18% 

 Country Data: Information from Human Development Report 

 COUNTRY: Israel 



 

 

 

Sustainability 
  

Fossil Fuels as Primary Energy Source (%)  96% 

Renewable Resources as Primary Energy Source (%)  4% 

Population without Access to Water (%)  0% 

Population Without Access to Sanitation Services (%)  0% 

Population affected by natural disasters (% between 2000-2009)  <0% 

Human Security 
  

Number of Refugees leaving this country  1,500 

Number of Internally Displaced People in This Country  NA 

Prevalence of Undernourishment (%)  <5% 

Demographics 
  

Urban Residents (% of total Population)  91.1% 

Health 
  

HIV Prevalence in Female Youth (% ages 15-24)  .1% 

HIV Prevalence in Male Youth (% ages 15-24)  <.1% 

HIV Prevalence in Adults (% ages 15-49)  .1% 

Other 
  

Official Development Assistance Per Capita (in US dollars)  NA 

Population without Electricity (%)  0% 
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